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Over the last month the U.S. Supreme Court has issued three decisions that have served to protect the 
expression of Christian religious belief. First came the June 4, 2018 case in which it was held that a Christian 
baker’s religious beliefs could not be violated to compel him to decorate a wedding cake for a same sex 
marriage. Then on June 26 the Court held that pro-life pregnancy centers, which are usually operated by faithful 
Christians, could not be compelled by the state to give abortion information to their clients. Then on June 28 the 
Court issued an order to an appellate court which stated that it had ruled wrongly when it allowed police to ban 
silent prayer in the home of a retired nurse. The first two cases were not unanimous, in part due to conflicting 
precedents created on the slippery slope we have travelled until today. 

This week’s report (click here to read) documents not only the last of these cases, but also the overall state of 
religious freedom in the West, which appears to be running in the opposite direction to the recent U.S. 
experience. Bishop Gavin Ashenden wrote on his observations, primarily in Great Britain: 

Can we win? In the West? Almost certainly not. This project [that denies religious freedom for the sake of 
other ‘freedoms’] has captured education, the law, medicine, and even the armed forces. The situation is 
too far gone 

What he calls “this project” is otherwise but inexactly termed ‘Cultural Marxism’ since it applies quasi-Marxist 
relativism to the cultural sphere: 

Secularized Christians have no immunity against the zeitgeist, the spirit of the age. By swallowing the 
values and language of cultural Marxism Christians have deprived themselves of the protection they needed 
in the spirit and cosmic struggle against evil… Already as Christians committed to scriptural 
anthropologies, we fail the terms and conditions of Facebook, twitter and YouTube...The catacombs was 
where we begun. And like them, we face a dangerously repressive culture determined to persecute the 
church. What we face, unpalatable as it is, is not a wave of revival to capture our culture, but a season of 
persecution 

So, are these recent U.S. cases an outlier, bumps on the road to the catacombs, or are they signs of the 
possibility of revival? The matter would appear to be entirely in our hands, provided we are willing to stand and 
fight for the truth. 

In Latin America we report on the murder of a Mexican pastor whose son was murdered nine years ago, and on 
rising state sponsored violence in Nicaragua that has been targeting the Church. The Nigerian mass murder of 
Christians has accelerated yet again. Stories from seven other countries which are featured on this week’s report 
tell us yet again of our need to pray for the entire world. 
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