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Last week we reported on the U.S. Supreme Court’s refusals to validate the Western world’s continuing 
endeavors to suppress Christianity in the name of secularism, and we asked if they were outliers running against 
the general trend. This week’s report (click here to read in full) has stories from Canada, the UK, and the U.S. 
that return to the general trend. The worst stories are from Canada, and include a Canadian Supreme Court 
ruling that basically allows law societies [bar associations] to refuse to recognize the accreditations of Christian 
law schools, just because they identify as Christian. Since Western nations have largely come to rely on their 
legal systems to direct and mediate political power, this decision points to the further marginalization and 
disempowerment of Christians in the coming years, if it is not reversed. 

Last week we had an event that highlights one of our reasons for publication, and this week we have had 
another. As we state on the FAQ page of our web site, a primary goal of our writing is to identify people 
who are at some risk of martyrdom and so give the reader cause to pray for them before that cup comes 
to them. Last week we reported on the murder of Mexican Pastor Eduardo 'Lalo' Garcia; now this week we 
report on the murder of Father Firmin Gbagoua in the Central African Republic. Both men have been reported 
on our pages as faithful servants in dangerous situations for years. Please read our reports and keep all of these 
witnesses in our global Gethsemane in your prayers, since no one knows when their turn on the Cross may 
come. 

We do have some good news. A priest in Egypt thanked his Muslim neighbors for their help in the 
reconstruction of his church building, a Christian was released from captivity in Iran, and the U.S. government 
appeared to be getting serious about pressuring Turkey into releasing Pastor Andrew Brunson.  

But most of the news is, of course, negative, with the continuing mass murder in Nigeria at the top of the list. 

The government of Belarus - the most repressive in Europe – received the irony prize this week: it has 
continued to deny the entry of foreign clergy with the excuse that the country’s churches have failed to open 
enough seminaries, and then it attempted to conscript dozens of seminarians into military service! China 
attempted to fine another church into bankruptcy. Thailand has not persecuted Christians as such, but its 
policies have only continued the suffering of Pakistani Christian (and Ahmadiyya Muslim) refugees who have 
tried to escape persecution. More Muslim persecution of Christians has been reported from Greece and 
Kyrgyzstan, Hindu-directed persecution in India, and Christian persecution of a Christian in Ethiopia. There are 
so many to pray for, please keep these people in your prayers this week. Please pray especially for the 
persecutors. 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202018-07-01%20thru%202018-07-07.pdf


 

Hanzhuang Village house church, Zongdian, Qi county, Henan province, China – courtesy China Aid 
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