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As is our usual preference, we will begin our commentary on this week’s report with the good news: 

• An abducted Egyptian college student was returned to her family.  
• Six Christians were acquitted in Nepal of illegally handing out religious literature.  
• In Sudan a church which had been seized by the government four years ago for office space was 

returned to its congregation.  
• A professor of political science at a nominally Christian university in the United States who had been 

suspended for defending a Christian student’s defense of traditional marriage prevailed in his state 
supreme court for reinstatement. 

 

Sudan Pentecostal Church, Khartoum – courtesy Morningstar News 

In Nigeria the Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria issued a statement concerning the continuing mass 
murder of Christians: entitled Shameful Inversion of Values: The Plateau Massacre, it documents the horrible 
devaluation of human life that is underway. The statement can be read in full by clicking here. Members of 
other churches gave additional witness to these events. 

A priest was shot in an apparent robbery in Venezuela and he later died in the hospital. 

An armed man with possible lethal intent invaded the residence of a bishop in the Philippines but was killed by 
police. 

The usual tabulation of beatings and false arrests in India covers one-fifth of this week’s report. In one case 
Hindu radicals dragged their Christian victims from an ambulance for another beating, and then showed up at 
the hospital to demand they be treated instead of the Christians. 

Nicaraguan pro-government paramilitaries were allowed by police to assault a cathedral to beat its occupants – 
included among the bishops who were attacked were the nation’s cardinal and the Vatican ambassador. 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202018-07-08%20thru%202018-07-14.pdf
http://cbcn-ng.org/docs/g33.pdf


Another girl was reported to have been abducted in Egypt and has not been found. 

Our report lists one serious case of persecution in China and in Sudan, two in Uganda, and three in the United 
Kingdom. 

How should we respond to these events? Most of us are mere witnesses to the news, so we can do little better 
than to take our inspiration from others. The Nigerians this week responded to the martyrdom of their people 
with strong statements from the educated mind. The Nicaraguans responded with the interposition of their own 
bodies to minimize violence. The Sudanese pastor, a man who has suffered multiple arrests in the past in the 
service of his people, led them in prayer to thank God for the good they had received with great warmth and 
gladness.  Perhaps this last story is the most telling, for in the end after we have been delivered from these trials 
we will be left with thanksgiving. With confidence we pray… 
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