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Weekly Commentary - 2018-07-15 through 2018-07-21 

This week’s report (click here to read in full) lists stories from twelve nations, including our first report from 
Rwanda since 2007. Nearly one-third of the report concerns India. Several reports include heartfelt and moving 
quotes from Christians, and so we will allow them to speak for themselves: 

• A disbarred civil rights attorney in China who must use crutches due to police torture gave her opinion 
on increasing government pressures on churches: “control is more and more severe. They are preparing 
for further suppression by touching base and collecting information. This is only the start”. Other 
churches were raided during worship services or demolished. 

• A Christian leader in south-eastern India said “On one side, we see the Hindu extremists barging inside 
the churches and attacking pastors, and the other side is what goes on behind us – in remote areas, they 
are burning away churches” 

• An Indian pastor said “That week, we conducted a VBS [Vacation Bible School] program for children in 
the church. There was opposition from Hindu fundamentalists in Thiruvannamalai, but we continued the 
church services...As the roof was woven with coconut leaves, it is enough to ignite a small portion [after 
the children left] and the fire can spread all over easily in short time…We don’t have enough means to 
rebuild the church, even if temporarily” 

• A priest in Nicaragua spoke after pro-government paramilitaries shot at protestors seeking refuge in his 
church and prevented ambulances from arriving: “They are shooting at a church. The government says it 
respects human rights. Is this respecting human rights?” 

• A bishop in the Philippines spoke after a 27 year old widow and mother of two was murdered in 
apparent retaliation for her leading a support group for widows of men killed by government death 
squads: "I feel so, so, so, so sad that I am not able to protect my flock from the wolves. Today, in utter 
shame and frustration, I declare I have not been a good shepherd to my flock. The wolves, they have 
been prowling the streets and alleys of [the Manila suburbs of] Caloocan, Malabon, and Navotas for 
almost two years now. They have killed hundreds already, and I am unable to protect them with my 
life...I will bow in shame if the Good Shepherd will denounce me as a mere hireling who remains very 
safe and very secure, who can get a good night’s sleep in his warm bed while his sheep are being 
slaughtered" 

• Leaders in Canada, Rwanda, the United Kingdom, and the United States commented on government 
harassment and obstruction of their ministries; of the eight stories from these countries only in one from 
the U.S. was there a clear victory for our side, and a half-victory in the UK 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202018-07-15%20thru%202018-07-21.pdf


 

Advent Christian Church, Thiruvannamalai, Tamil Nadu state, India – courtesy Morning Star News 

 

 

Official church in Liangwang, Shandong province, China (before and after) – courtesy AsiaNews 

Please remember in your prayers all of our fellow Christians who suffer so much. God bless you. 
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