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Lara's Confession: Jose Nieto and Julie Christie, Doctor Zhivago - courtesy Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

We have no report this week. There were few stories concerning martyrs published in the beginning of the 
week, and as the week progressed the news that became dominant regarded sexual scandals in the Roman 
Catholic Church. As we researched these many, many stories it became apparent that there were three themes 
that were not mentioned in the usual angry coverage of the scandals. One of these themes directly relates to the 
mission of Today’s Martyrs, and the other two are tangentially related, so we have decided to forgo our usual 
reporting and to comment on these stories instead.  

First, we will state the obvious, which has been stated by nearly everyone: the sexual exploitation of 
children, young adults, and adults is vile and evil. 

Second, it is becoming obvious that this evil is not related in the main to the psychiatric disorder of 
pedophilia, but rather is the result of a large clique of homosexual clergy. 

The fact that many victims have been adult seminarians proves this to be true. 

How has this happened? Many Catholics have for years accepted the idea that, despite the official canons and 
doctrine of their church, it was permissible to allow homosexuals to enter the clergy. After all, celibacy applied 
to every cleric equally in the Latin rite church, regardless of orientation, so in theory it should be possible for a 
priest or bishop to be faithful despite possessing a homosexual orientation.  

This experiment has now been shown to be a failure. The motives of Catholic heterosexuals in treating Catholic 
homosexuals as equals has simply not been reciprocated. Such homosexual clergy have been shown to have 
actively colluded with one another to advance their influence and privileges at the expense of their heterosexual 
conferees. 

So we arrive at the three issues most pertinent to Today’s Martyrs: 



Third, story after story that has become public in the last few weeks has shown that many seminarians 
and priests have suffered greatly at the hands of this homosexual clique.  

Men have been driven out of seminaries, or not accepted in the first place, due to their unwillingness to approve 
or join this power-hungry clique. Faithful priests are now beginning to publicly tell their accounts of 
humiliation, discrimination, banishment, and suspension at the hands of homosexual clergy. One good priest 
even wrote that a homosexual pastor tried to stop his transfer into his parish with threats to frame him with false 
child molestation charges, because his arrival would interfere with the pastor’s use of the rectory by his live-in 
partner. 

This differs from our prior focus, which mainly concentrated on those priests who were falsely convicted of sex 
crimes, such as Fr. Charles Engelhardt and Fr. Gordon MacRae (see thesestonewalls.com ). 

If anyone thinks this is a Catholic only problem, they are gravely mistaken. 

The Orthodox writer Rod Dreher, who is among the leading journalists on this matter, has repeatedly said that 
the Orthodox Church is just as compromised. 

Just two weeks ago Bishop Gavin Ashenden commented on the extensive compromises that have been 
committed by the Church of England under the current Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby (see 
https://youtu.be/ptE79VO-tJ4?t=667 ) 

It has become apparent that many men - and certainly women – are in fact martyrs who have suffered 
grievously for their faithful service to the Christian church. Only the lack of corroboration is keeping us from 
reporting these stories in the same manner as the others we normally cover. That may change. 

And if these people are in fact martyrs, are not those who actually have been molested and who have struggled 
to retain their faith in God also martyrs? 

Fourth, our research has shown that scandals involving Church leaders have appeared in other parts of 
the world where real persecution exists, but we have almost never seen those leaders who attempt to 
protect their fellow Christians from harm (and so run a real risk that they themselves will be persecuted) 
become ensnared in real scandal.  

The Today’s Martyrs archives currently list the names of nearly fourteen thousand Christians. Here is the 
number who have fallen into a real (versus a fabricated) financial or sexual scandal: two. Church leaders who 
risk their lives for their fellow Christians are simply not the type of people to seek their own advantage in 
worldly matters. Conversely, Church leaders who never lift a finger to help persecuted Christians would seem 
to be among those most at risk of scandal. 

Fifth, it is apparent that abuse of the Catholic Sacrament of Penance, commonly known as Confession, is 
deeply implicated in these scandals. 

This is a matter that no one has yet mentioned. Aside from most of the Reformed and the non-Trinitarian 
denominations, nearly every Christian church has a tradition of absolution of sins after some form of 
confession. Their terminology, theology, and practice widely differ, but the fundamental act is widespread and 
accepted. 

Many of the scandal stories coming from seminarians and priests have a common underlying theme: the 
members of the homosexual clique have been using information gained under the ‘Seal of Confession’, or 
which should have been under the ‘Seal of Confession’, for their own base and selfish empowerment. They 
have used such information to blackmail seminarians and clergy. It is not hard to imagine that they have used 

http://thesestonewalls.com/
https://youtu.be/ptE79VO-tJ4?t=667


such information to identify potential victims. It is not hard to imagine that corrupt clergy found ways to share 
and collate such information despite its privileged nature. 

This revelation demonstrates an attack on the heart of the sacramental life that many if not most Christians hold 
dear. It demonstrates a lack of fear of God among the perpetrators. It raises the possibility that they really have 
no faith at all. 

Since in Catholic law and practice the ‘Seal of Confession’ is considered to be inviolable, something that is 
protected at the price of excommunication, it is possible that many members of this clique are in fact no longer 
in communion with the Church and as such are no longer valid ministers, despite their public presence. 

These are matters for canon lawyers to decide, not only as to degree of guilt but also as to any need to reform 
the language of the church canons. Perhaps a priest should incur automatic excommunication for any 
inappropriate contact with anyone who has confessed to him – a standard similar to that now imposed on 
licensed mental health professionals. 

As to the rest, to the questions as to who really has been faithful, who has truly suffered martyrdom in these 
betrayals, is a matter known only to God, although the New Testament has told us that the day will come when 
nothing will be hidden from our eyes. 
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