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As is our preference, we will begin with the good news from this week’s report - please click here to read. 

Pastor Andrew Brunson has been freed after two years’ imprisonment in Turkey (please click here for a 
Today’s Martyrs biography that explains the background of his arrest). The U.S. government finally gave up on 
a purely diplomatic approach to secure his release and imposed economic sanctions on Turkey and certain 
officials on August 1, 2018. The Turkish government came to its senses. Pastor Brunson was brought into court 
on October 12, 2018, convicted of aiding terrorism, sentenced to 3 years’ imprisonment, and released with time 
served. He left the country later that day. Among his parting words were “I am an innocent man. I love Jesus, 
and I love Turkey”. 

Two days earlier Daniel and Amy McArthur were found innocent of illegal discrimination by the United 
Kingdom’s Supreme Court. Such charges had been brought three years earlier after they had refused to bake a 
wedding cake for a same sex wedding. Please be sure to read some of David McArthur’s comments in our 
report. 

Finally, surprisingly good news from the Sudan: shipments of Bibles which had been held for years by the 
government under numerous pretexts have been released. 

On the side opposite of ‘good news’ a priest has been killed in Colombia and two teachers have been killed in 
Kenya. A young Christian air traffic controller gave his life when he elected to stay in a collapsing tower during 
an Indonesian earthquake to help a jetliner escape an approaching tsunami.  

Christians were imprisoned, attacked or harassed in ten more countries.  

The most frivolous example was the harassment of an American law school dean for having written years 
before in favor of a more traditional standard of dress for women. Think about this: if he were Muslim no such 
harassment would have occurred. His ideas were certainly eccentric in current Christian practice, and so we see 
that our tolerance for even harmless eccentricity is declining.  

At the far extremes from frivolous we have continued war in Myanmar, repeated acts of injustice in Pakistan, 
and perhaps worst of all the mass incarceration of Pakistani refugees in Thailand. Seventy Christians of all ages 
and sexes have been detained in crowded and unsanitary conditions for having overstayed their visas; the 
‘overstaying’ is due to inaction or outright misconduct on the part of the UN High Commissioner on Refugees 
and Pakistani diplomats, and also due to the refugees’ desire to not experience prosecution or death should they 
return ‘home’. Their plight tells us that for some Christians optimism is not an option, that there is no escape, 
and so our hope must ultimately lie in heaven. 
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