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The good news this week is the freedom of 27 captive Christians in three countries. Two clergymen have been 
released by the Chinese government; one had been held for almost a year in a luxury hotel room. The 
government of Malaysia released (and deported) four Finnish Christians who had been arrested 10 days earlier 
for minor missionary activities – they had handed out pens that had been labeled with a reference to a Gospel 
verse. Twenty-one Bible school students in Myanmar who had been forcibly conscripted by a separatist militia 
managed to escape, although twenty remain in captivity. We also have some good news concerning the 
rebuilding in Iraq, although it is offset with accounts of current harassment and fear of the future. So, about a 
page and a half of our 22-page report this week is good news (please click here to read in full). 

The rest of the report covered the other extremes of the Christian experience: deaths of Christians in Cameroon, 
the Central African Republic (unnamed), the Democratic Republic of the Congo, India, Nigeria, Tanzania (an 
Indian missionary in a vehicular road accident), Uganda, and the United States. Besides deaths the report covers 
the usual arrests, beatings, and harassments that so many Christians have come to expect throughout the world, 
with 3 pages covering India alone. Some particular insanities include another chlorine gas attack on a Christian 
neighborhood in Syria (with fortunately no fatalities) and the arrest of Filipinos on child trafficking charges for 
rescuing children from a school during an attack by a paramilitary group. 

In the West we have some very interesting stories. 

One story concerns a six-year old boy who is slated for sex reassignment in the U.S. despite showing signs of 
resistance. His Christian father has been charged by the court with abuse for not agreeing with this doom. 

Ireland appears to be moving in the direction of coercing Christian doctors to perform abortions. How things 
have changed in such a short time. 

Two stories from the United Kingdom and the United States describe how orthodox Christians are being 
marginalized by Christians who have embraced the Sexual Revolution. Such Christians have achieved ecclesial 
power by advocating equality, and now they are exercising that power by enforcing inequality; of course, a 
cynic would say this is only payback, but such a view ignores the Biblical and Traditional roots of orthodoxy. 
The time has probably come for orthodox Christians to recognize that their internal opponents are not only 
“conformed to this world” (all of us are, to some extent, guilty of this) but have moved beyond Paul’s 
admonition into a neo-syncretism that diminishes the Gospel to an astonishing degree. The future will likely 
bring an alliance between secular persecutors and these neo-syncretic Christians which will attempt to convert 
and welcome the remaining benighted orthodox into the happy and accepting postmodern world. Despite their 
efforts the question will always remain: "But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
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