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Good news on this week’s report (please click here to read):  

• Former Indonesian governor Ahok – aka Basuki Tjahaja Purnama – has been released from prison after 
serving 20 months of his 2 year sentence on blasphemy charges. His 2017 trial was an election year 
political farce in which the court acknowledged evidence had been fabricated but admitted it into the 
record anyway and in which it imposed a sentence far in excess of that recommended by the 
prosecution. He is now home with his family. 

• Chinese dissident Huang Yan has been granted asylum in the United States after suffering years of 
atrocities. She lost children in two separate events due to miscarriage during police beatings. When she 
contracted cancer the government refused to allow her treatment, and so she had to flee the country via a 
Christian underground railroad to secure medical care. Please keep up your prayers for her health. 

• The Pakistani Supreme Court has refused to reconsider its ruling that freed Asia Bibi; pray that she will 
soon find asylum in another country. 

• The Bulgarian government has been dissuaded from passing a law which would have imposed onerous 
regulations upon churches.  

Regarding acts of evil we have this to report: 

Christians have been killed in Nigeria and in a suicide bombing at a Philippine cathedral. They have 
been attacked in Germany and India, and threatened with attack in the United Kingdom. They have 
suffered wrongful prosecution or government harassment in Pakistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine (in the 
Russian occupied Crimea) and Uzbekistan. One Christian has been wrongfully deported from the United 
Kingdom to Pakistan despite the death threats he had fled.  

In Christianity a common theme is the triumph of good over an apparently stronger evil. The story from 
Germany this week has such elements. It concerns a convert who had been a missionary cleric in Greece for 
Islam and who was changed when he met a Christian couple. As he put it “During my studies [in Pakistan], I 
persecuted and oppressed Christians myself. Then the question flared up in my heart: why?" Yes, this is often 
how the Faith grows: not just by the Godly actions of those who practice it, but by the knowledge of evil and 
the heartfelt recognition that there must be a better way. 
 

 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Jolo, Philippines – courtesy Western Mindanao Command 
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