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We have a fairly typical report this week (click here to read in full). Nine pages of 24 abbreviated stories from 
14 countries, with links to the originals tell us of a few good outcomes. Yes, just a few good outcomes: 

• Two priests and a bishop have been released from detention in China, although they have been barred 
from public ministry and administrative work. 

• A teen girl in Egypt has been returned home by police just days after her disappearance. 
• A Christian college organization won a decision in a U.S. Federal court against the Iowa university that 

had banned it from campus. 
• Two bishops in Syria who have long been reported on these pages have reported on the return of foreign 

diplomats, a definite sign that the 8 year long civil war is winding down. 

But this week’s report also tells of the usual harms perpetrated against the Church:  

• The abduction and murder of a minister in Myanmar 
• Arrests in Ethiopia, Iran, and Pakistan. The first two men are no longer in jail – the Iranian is out on bail 

- and the third story might be a real corruption case: it is of a Pakistani politician who has a mixed 
record in the defense of Christians. 

• Christians are still unjustly jailed in China, India, and Pakistan; an appeal is underway for one of the 
jailed Pakistani couples.  

• A Danish citizen has been convicted in Russia of working for a prohibited organization, namely his 
church, and sentenced to 3 years’ imprisonment. This is a first for post-Soviet Russia, but absent public 
pressure it will not be the last. 

• Many other stories of assault, vandalism, and discrimination. 

Finally, we have a pair of background stories from India: the publication of Persecution Relief’s 2018 report, 
which shows a 70% increase of incidents over the previous year, and a report from Dr. John Dayal that 
describes the government cancellation of 14,000 licenses of foreign NGOs that harms the poor and is a sign of 
growing paranoia in the country. 

Please look over our report and allow it to lead you to prayer for all these people and for all the world. 
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