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There is a horror story from India in this week’s report. Regular readers know that while persecution of 
Christians is quite common in that country, it is unusual for Hindu radicals to actually kill Christians. It seems 
they will beat Christians to within an inch of their life, and so occasionally Christians do die, but premeditated 
murder is very rare.  

The means by which Anant Ram Ganda, a 40 year old Christian convert and father of five, was murdered is thus 
not entirely surprising. Some of his Hindu neighbors wanted him dead. Did they kill him? No, not directly. 
They contacted the nearby Maoist guerrillas and falsely told them that Ganda was informing the authorities 
about their activities. The guerrillas waited for his wife to leave the home with their daughters, and they then 
killed him in sight of his son Purno. If you have the stomach for it, click here and play the video of an interview 
with his widow Sukbati as she nurses her baby. There are no subtitles, but 6 year old Purno can be seen chewing 
on his fingers in great anguish. We can imagine what everyone in Heaven really thinks about this. 

Christians were also killed in Burkina Faso, Colombia, and Uzbekistan. 

Christians continued to be detained in China, India, and Pakistan. 

Christians continued to persecute each other in Ukraine; among the several stories a monastery abbot and U.S. 
citizen (and former U.S. Navy chaplain) was stripped of his Ukrainian citizenship and deported, despite having 
been born in the country, because he told members of the U.S. Congress about Ukrainian persecution of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. 

Christian institutions were vandalized or threatened with such in France (extensively so, with more than 10 
church desecrations in 2 weeks), India (regarding a statue of a missionary), and the United Kingdom (in a one-
man Islam-and-drugs-motivated crime spree). 

A U.S. researcher of Christian persecution lost her Facebook page after she posted a photo of the 21 Coptic 
martyrs who were killed in Libya four years ago this month. 

A Christian doctor in Syria wrote a background story about the conflict there and explained why in his opinion 
some do not want it to ever completely end. 

So, please read this week’s report and pray for Syria, for Ukraine, for India, and for all places of conflict, 
persecution and discrimination.  

 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202019-02-17%20thru%202019-02-23.pdf
http://persecutionrelief.org/another-gruesome-murder-odisha/
http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/Meditations/Two%20Rows%20by%20the%20Sea.pdf
http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/Meditations/Two%20Rows%20by%20the%20Sea.pdf
http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202019-02-17%20thru%202019-02-23.pdf


 
Bust of Fr. John Baptist Hoffmann, Church of the Immaculate Conception, Sarwada, Jharkhand state, 
India – courtesy AsiaNews 

 

 
Notre Dame Church, Dijon, France – courtesy JC Tardivon / MAXPPP 

Today’s Martyrs 
For more information please visit our web site at: http://todaysmartyrs.org/index.php/blog-3/  

or write to: 

2490 Black Rock Turnpike #455 
Fairfield CT 06825-2400 USA 
Permission is granted to copy, disseminate and forward this document without charge or fee, provided no changes are made and full 

attribution is made to Today’s Martyrs  

http://todaysmartyrs.org/index.php/blog-3/

