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There is one excellent story on this week’s report (please click here to read in full). A cathedral in Karachi, 
Pakistan which opened in 1881 is in need of major repairs to its historic German-made stained-glass windows. 
These windows have been damaged by years of heat and by two terror bombings decades ago. Cardinal Joseph 
Coutts (who has previously been seen on these pages as an observer of events) has announced that an Irish-
themed fundraiser has been organized by Christian and Muslim entertainers, many from the Lollywood film 
industry. Please say prayers for the successful and safe outcome of this event, since this is the kind of event that 
the Pakistan Taliban and other terror groups would be happy to target. 

 

 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Karachi, Pakistan – courtesy Swerveut and Wikipedia 
  

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202019-04-07%20thru%202019-04-13.pdf


One excellent story. Most of the others on our report are not: 

A Christian convert and mother of four in England was murdered by her estranged husband, in part for her 
conversion. 

Perhaps the second ugliest story was that of an RSS paramilitary attack on a parochial girls’ secondary school in 
India following the suicide of one student allegedly over low grades. The nuns running the school were 
hospitalized after the mob attempted to strip them and to strangle them with their rosaries! In a related side 
story, Dr. John Dayal (a major source of news for Today’s Martyrs) has been sued for defaming the RSS 
because he reminded viewers on Indian television of the paramilitary organization’s obfuscated involvement in 
the 1948 assassination of Mohandas Gandhi. 

Christians were arrested, imprisoned, abducted, or disappeared in China, Laos, and Pakistan.  

Christian worship was interrupted, sometimes with violence, in China, India, Russia, and Sri Lanka. 

An Indonesian Christian was forced to leave his home due to his faith. 

Christian places of worship were destroyed in China, India, and the United States. 

The last story concerns an essay by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, in which he wrote “Martyrdom is a basic 
category of Christian existence. The fact that martyrdom is no longer morally necessary in the [relativistic] 
theory advocated by [German theologian Franz] Bockle and many others shows that the very essence of 
Christianity is at stake here”. This is quite a statement, because it denies the bias we share toward a quiet cost-
free life. Truly, the full Christian life is very costly, even for the rich and comfortable in peaceful times. 
Benedict’s comment reminds us of how the world is changing before our eyes, and how the “very essence” of 
the Faith is now subject to mitigation, dilution, and selective denial in ways unimaginable before now. Pray we 
keep our eyes open, and our faith strong, because everything is at stake here. 

 

 
Qianyang church, Shaanxi province, China 
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Shrine of Mujiaping, Shaanxi province, China 

 

 
Greater Union Baptist Church, Opelousas, Louisiana, USA 

 



 
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, Opelousas, Louisiana, USA 
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