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This week’s news (click here to read) is heavily slanted by multiple attacks on Christians as they prayed in their 
churches. In Sri Lanka an Islamic group allied with the Islamic State (ISIL) killed 253 people during a 
coordinated wave of suicide bombings at several locations, including more than 178 at three churches on Easter 
morning. In one particularly moving account, children in a Sunday School class were asked if they would die 
for Jesus and all raised their hands; minutes later half would be killed and several hospitalized in critical 
condition. 

These Sri Lankan Christians were murdered for no other reason than their faith. 

• They were not part of any Great Power struggle. 
• They were not connected to any past conflict with Muslims. In fact, two Muslim children died in these 

churches, their presence a demonstration of lingering Muslim moderation in Sri Lanka. 
• They were not escapees from past Muslim domination. 
• They were not, for the most part, apostates from Islam. 

The motive here was pure hatred for Christians. There is nothing historical or political or economic with which 
to adulterate it. The word Christophobia, or fear of Christianity, which some like to bandy about in our careless 
use of language, seems totally untrue. Few truly fear Christianity. So we must conclude that the motive was 
Christomisos: hatred of Christianity. 

The Sri Lankan government shut down social media in the aftermath, and so we have been unable to secure the 
names of most of the victims by the end of the week. We have been forced to limit our reporting to eyewitness 
accounts. One man commented on the decline of Muslim tolerance and moderation in the last few years. 

In other stories, which were eclipsed by the Sri Lankan news: 

A church undergoing renovations in Egypt was attacked by a mob. Two priests and a parishioner were 
beaten, and school children were terrorized. 

A church in Germany was attacked just hours before the Sri Lankan attacks by a single Muslim who 
threw stones into the congregation while yelling ‘Allahu akbar’. He started a stampede in which two 
dozen were injured. 

A church in India was attacked by a mob led by the family of a longtime convert who was celebrating 
the two-month anniversary of his secret marriage to a Christian woman. The bride and her family were 
charged with forcibly converting the groom, even though his conversion was years earlier. 

A church in Nigeria was attacked after a baby dedication ceremony. Seventeen were killed, including 
the baby’s mother. 

When we read these accounts and those of the other mindless assaults on this week’s report, we cannot help but 
think of how such events have become so common. We want to ask, as the martyrs in Scripture ask: “How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, until You judge those who live on the earth and avenge our blood?”, and we see that 
Scripture answers not with how we see things, but with God’s sight: “Then each of them was given a white robe 
and told to rest a little while longer, until the full number of their fellow servants, their brothers and sisters, 
were killed, just as they had been killed”.  

What to God is a little while longer? And what is to be the full number? 
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St Anthony Shrine, Kochchikade, Colombo, Sri Lanka - courtesy myjournalcourier.com 

 

 

 
St. Sebastian Church, Katuwapitiya village, Negombo, Sri Lanka - courtesy Melani Manel Perera 
AsiaNews 

 



 
St. Sebastian Church, Katuwapitiya village, Negombo, Sri Lanka - Chamila Karunarathne Anadolu 
Agency Getty 

 

 
Zion Church, Batticaloa, Sri Lanka – courtesy Gankaalan Twitter 
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