
Today’s Martyrs 

Resources for understanding current Christian witness and martyrdom 

Weekly Commentary - 2019-04-28 through 2019-05-04 

This is going to be a difficult commentary, because it is a call to see things as they are. 

This past Easter Sunday saw the horrific bombings of three churches and other targets in Sri Lanka. Yes, 
horrific, even in the sense that the death toll was overstated by almost 100 due to the inability to match up 
remains without DNA testing. There is another sense in which this was horrific: in at least two churches, the 
bombers deliberately targeted the children. 

Several hours after the Sri Lankan attacks, another incident happened in Nigeria, which has not been widely 
reported. A Nigerian church in the middle belt state of Gombe hosted an Easter procession. A vehicle with two 
off-duty Muslim policemen attempted to drive across the procession. Reports differ as to whether the vehicle 
actually crossed or not, but all agree that the vehicle performed a U-turn, accelerated, and ran over dozens of 
children processing in their Boys and Girls Brigades uniforms. Eight were killed and up to 31 hospitalized. 

There is a word that describes the systematic killing of children: genocide. 

Christians in the developed world have generally shied away from this charge. The common Western view of 
genocide closely links genocide with ethnicity, despite the original legal definition. The idea that Christians and 
in particular Christian children are being targeted with genocidal intent has been resisted for years, despite 
plenty of evidence to the contrary from attacks in Egypt, Nigeria, and Pakistan.  

We have other stories in this week’s report (please click here to read in full) in the same mode: 

• In India a Hindu politician has called for the forced sterilization of Christians and Muslims. The 
prevention of the birth of a group’s children is as genocidal as their destruction (recall that the 1942 
Nazi Wannsee Conference confirmed the use of gas chambers for the fate of European Jewry after 
dismissing the use of mass X-ray exposure for forced sterilization – the means differed but the intent 
was the same). 

• In China the government has begun to enforce new regulations to prevent Christians and others from 
educating their own children in their faith. Is this genocide? No, not physically, but in a cultural sense it 
certainly is, in fact the legal definitions clearly say so. 

There is another very disquieting part of the Nigerian story: the Christians in that church procession pulled the 
two Muslim police officers from their vehicle and killed them. Just imagine: you get out of bed on Easter 
morning with the intent of praising God for the gift of eternal life, and before the end of the day you have killed 
someone. From a Christian perspective this is horrible, no matter how understandable the passions of the 
moment happen to be.  

Furthermore, it appears there has been no real condemnations of this killing of the Muslim policemen by church 
leaders, and no calls for the rule of law to prevail. Perhaps there yet will be. But it may be that a line has been 
crossed from which Nigeria will not return. Christians there may be deciding that there is no hope that law will 
protect them or their children. There is a word that describes the absence of law: war. There are few reasons in 
the Christian tradition that justify war, but defense against genocide is certainly one of them. The killing of 
Nigerian Christians of all ages for years now have had the characteristics of a one-sided civil war; it is possible 
it will not remain one-sided for much longer. 

So as usual, we have much to pray for in this week’s report and elsewhere in the world. Pray even for the people 
of the West, that they not persist in their blindness to these evils. 
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