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The good news in this week’s report (please click here to read in full) is the release of numerous Christians from 
captivity. Authorities or abductors released Christians in Cameroon, China, Iran, and Vietnam, although the last 
would still be under house arrest. An abducted Nigerian priest was rescued by police. A Nicaraguan bishop 
escaped from armed attackers. Another good story concerns a Russian priest who sheltered young 
demonstrators who were trying to flee from riot police, without any consequences. All are reasons for thanks. 

In the other column are the deaths of Christians in Argentina, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mexico, 
Nigeria, and Uganda. They continued to be held captive or are missing in China, the DR Congo, Pakistan (in a 
forced marriage), and Syria. They were charged with false crimes in the Philippines. They were assaulted, 
prevented from travelling, or forced to flee their homes in Cuba, India, Nigeria, Poland, and Uganda. A church 
was vandalized in the United States. 

Western readers should take particular note of a story from Great Britain in which two elementary school 
children were interrogated by school authorities after they showed signs of resistance to LGBTQ indoctrination 
sessions. There were falsely accused of wanting to kill homosexuals. The principal told other students to shun 
them during school activities. One student’s church was reported to the anti-terrorism police. It should be noted 
that these are precisely the tactics that were used against Christians in the later years of the Soviet empire. In the 
past we have used adjectives such as ‘disquieting’ for such events in our democracies, but the growth of such 
events in both number and severity should force a reconsideration. Let us be honest: something very sinister is 
growing right under our noses. Let us contemplate the full meaning of what the Christian reporter John Allen 
wrote on the back of his 2013 book The Global War on Christians: It’s time to wake up. 
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