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Besides a positive religious liberty court decision in Arizona, we have a very interesting story from Russia in 
this week’s report. Eighty Russian Orthodox clerics have signed a petition to the government calling on it to 
stop its heavy-handed police tactics and court sentences against demonstrators. The signatories are all younger 
men who escaped compromise with the Soviet KGB, unlike their elders who did not sign. This is a very 
welcome development. Once incident that particularly angered them was the sentencing of a young man to four 
years’ imprisonment in a labor camp for holding a sign quoting Fr. Alexander Men. Fr. Men is a hallowed 
figure in Russia, a product of the underground church and an intellectual equal of Karol Wojtyla and Joseph 
Ratzinger who died a martyr’s death in September 1990 at the hands of a man with an axe, as he left his home. 

Other stories found on this week’s report (please click here to read in full) include a belated report of the 
assassination in China of a minister of Korean ethnicity by North Korean agents, continued captivity of 
Christians in Cuba, India, and Niger, and another forced Islamic marriage of a Pakistani Christian girl who 
thankfully escaped her captivity. 

A pastor in Nepal was forced into hiding after receiving death threats for a video that was posted to YouTube 
without his authorization. In this video he recounted how his conversion to Christianity began when as a teen he 
questioned the immoral acts that Hindu tradition said were done by the three main deities. 

Christian churches, shrines, and cemeteries were desecrated in China, Pakistan, and the United States. 

Christians responded to a California state legislature resolution that called on Christians to not convert 
homosexuals. Forget past errors by some psychologists regarding so-called ‘conversion therapy’: when was the 
last time an American government demanded that Christians not act as Christians, aside from military 
conscientious objection cases? Perhaps the abolitionist movement and the underground railroad?  

In the same spirit, allow us to conclude with news of an essay by Fr. Cedric Prakash, entitled Christians, wake 
up now. Fr. Prakash stated that the situation for Christians in India is now worse than that in El Salvador in the 
time of Bishop Oscar Romero, and concluded "Christians, Wake Up NOW! Tomorrow will be too late! We are 
called to play a prophetic role in India today! We need to become Romeros for our country!". What an ominous 
thought, considering that Bishop Romero paid with his life for his witness to the Gospel. Our biography on Fr. 
Cedric Prakash was the very first to be published on the Today’s Martyrs web site, and we now see that he has 
continued to earn our respect. Please pray for him, for those who heed his words, and for everyone else listed on 
this week’s report. 

 
Shengdiliang Shrine, Hebei province, China – courtesy UCAN News 
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