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In this week’s report (please click here to read in full) we see that Christians were killed in Cameroon, Nigeria, 

and Syria - reports differ as to whether one or two priests were killed in Syria. We should note that the Syrian 

killers were Islamic State members who most likely were set free by the Turkish military incursion that 

followed the recent U.S. withdrawal.  

Christians continued to be jailed or imprisoned in China, Iran, and Vietnam, and were assaulted or threatened 

with death in India and the Philippines – an Indian woman was left in a coma. A Pakistani was abducted and 

held in a mosque on a false Quran desecration allegation – he had actually retrieved the texts from the trash and 

had attempted to return them - but was rescued by police. 

There has been another large upswing in reports of attacks on church buildings. Bitter Winter has reported on 

the destruction of a large number of official and unofficial churches in China (see here and here), but without 

names for us to add to a Today’s Martyrs report. Multiple churches were torched in Chile and Egypt – one 

cathedral in Chile saw its doors burnt, while another church there lost its statues and pews to fire and its walls 

marked by satanic graffiti. Unbelievably, unidentified persons invaded a monastery chapel in Ireland and not 

only vandalized it but shouted obscenities at the elderly nuns at prayer! In nearly all of these stories outside 

China the Eucharist was profaned. 

 

 

 

Mar Girgis Church, Helwan, Cairo – courtesy WorldWatchMonitor 

 

https://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202019-11-10%20thru%202019-11-16.pdf
https://bitterwinter.org/more-house-churches-subjected-to-violent-attacks/
https://bitterwinter.org/two-three-self-churches-demolished-in-a-fuzhou-village/


 

St. James Cathedral, Valparaiso, Chile – courtesy Robert Cutts and Wikipedia 

 

 

Carmelite Monastery, Malahide, Ireland – courtesy Harry Reynolds and Radoslav Strba 



 

The Irish story seems very distant from the Ireland of recent memory, and it highlights the dramatic changes 

underway under our very eyes. Another such story comes from California. 

A Federal civil trial concluded with convictions against Christian undercover journalists and their supporters 

who had exposed Planned Parenthood’s illegal sale of unborn baby body parts. These four individuals were 

ordered to pay Planned Parenthood over $2 million dollars. The case was mind boggling: 

• The judge had real ties to Planned Parenthood through his wife, had refused to recuse himself and 

showed considerable hostility to the defendants throughout the trial 

• The judge denied the defendants their First Amendment defense, in effect claiming the government has 

the power to rule without any evidence to the contrary that a journalist is not a journalist 

• The judge denied the jury the right to determine the guilt of the defendants – he mandated the verdict 

himself - and directed the jury to make a financial damages assessment in the absence of their 

consideration of guilt 

• Planned Parenthood witnesses admitted in court that they repeatedly broke the law, not only with the 

sale of organs and tissues from unborn children for profit, but also in harvesting of these parts, including 

beating hearts, while the unborn were still alive. 

As a counterpoint, there was a California case a few years ago in which animal rights activists did a similar 

undercover expose of a chicken processing plant. The court held that expose to be protected by the First 

Amendment because the public had a compelling interest to know.  

Add all these facts together, and the picture that becomes visible is that of a legal exceptionalism for abortion 

providers – as if we didn’t already know this from their general exemption from medical hygienic rules. They 

are the high priests of a new state religion, and certain elements of the state will protect them to the bitter end. 

What will that end be? A writer we admire, Pavel Chichikov, once answered that in a slightly different context: 

What does that remind you of? It reminds me of the scenes of human sacrifice at the pinnacles of the 

Aztec temples and in other ancient Central American cities and ceremonial centers. Living hearts 

perhaps not ripped out of still living chests with flint knives, but carefully excised with steel scalpels. At 

least for the Aztecs, there was some kind of deformed cosmic anxiety behind the sacrifices on the 

temples – or at least so we read. What’s being proposed here is another stage in the self-destruction of 

the human species and its transformation into another life form, pitiless, limited, pragmatic, insectoid. 

Pray that such an end will not be our fate. Pray that we will remain what God intended us to be. 
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