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Great news from India in this week’s report (click here to read in full): the last five men known as the 

‘Kandhamal 7’ have been ordered released on bail by the Supreme Court in New Delhi. In August 2008 Maoist 

guerrillas murdered a radical Hindu swami in the state of Kandhamal; despite the Maoist claims, Christians 

were quickly scapegoated, with hundreds beaten, raped, or killed and thousands driven from their homes. Seven 

Christian men were quickly arrested for the murder and sentenced to life imprisonment in 2013 in a trial were 

no defense was permitted. Two were released earlier this year. Under Indian law they cannot be re-arrested 

without the consent of the Supreme Court. Their appeals will continue. We also include news of the release of 

the second captive in July 2019. 

Three Nigerian clergy were released from captivity after separate abductions. 

A Nicaraguan priest was hospitalized after he and several others who had been held captive in his church by 

police for six days were set free, thanks to the Red Cross. 

A Pakistani Christian reported that the national legislature has created a committee to find ways to stop the 

practice of forced Islamic marriage. 

So, we have much good news to share with you. Here we list the rest: 

• A new account of the Easter 2019 Sri Lanka church bombings, in which a husband and father recovering 

from a kidney transplant was killed.  

• The murder of Nigerian Christian farmers as they slept.  

• Assaults and arrests of Christians in Egypt, India, and Uganda. 

• Desecration of churches and icons in Chile and Greece, and a media attack on a U.S. priest. 

• A major story from India concerning the state of Jammu and Kashmir, the only Muslim majority 

territory in India. In August 2019 the government abrogated the 71 year old Indian Constitution 

provisions regarding this territory and imposed direct rule from New Delhi. A curfew and an internet 

blackout were imposed. Almost immediately police and Hindu paramilitaries began to increase 

persecution of Christians. This is a much bigger story than most in the West realize. 

• A very strange story regarding the entry of four masked men into the fortunately unoccupied Istanbul 

residence of the Ecumenical Patriarch, the “first among equals” among Eastern Orthodox bishops (or at 

least he was before last year’s split between him and Moscow over Kiev). These four took nothing. They 

were later captured in a gun battle with police. Were they an assassination squad? No one at this time 

appears to know. 

There you have this week’s news. For more details please follow the links in our detailed report. For more 

protection and grace for these men and women please redouble your prayers. 
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