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Two priests have been released from a brief captivity in Nigeria. A pastor in Tajikistan has been released a few 

months early from a prison sentence he had earned for singing hymns. Fr. Cedric Prakash (the subject of one of 

our biographies) has continued the good fight for the Faith in India, and Bishop Mark Davies has continued it in 

Britain, although by unusual means - more on that later. 

The rest of our report this week (please click here to read in full) includes: 

• The murder of the Rev. Luis Gregorio Coronado in Venezuela  

• The abduction of Pastor Kayode Shogbesan in Nigeria.  

• Pastor Zhang Shaojie (the subject of another of our biographies) continues to suffer great mistreatment 

including mind altering drug administration halfway into his 12 year prison sentence in Henan, China. 

Please pray for his protection! 

• Fr. Mauro Armanino described continued persecution of animists and Christians in Niger and concluded 

“Next Christmas for the parish of Bomoanga will be very close to the original of Bethlehem, with the 

Herods of the moment". Yes indeed: there are always Herods, of every moment. 

 

The big news in Britain is the conversion of Bishop Gavin Ashenden, a major source of information for this 

web site and e-newsletter, to the Roman Catholic Church at the invitation of Bishop Mark Davies. While this is 

Catholicism’s gain it is Anglicanism’s loss. Gavin Ashenden has been one of the great voices in defense of 

traditional Christianity in Britain. His conversion is not really surprising – he has dropped hints for at least a 

year on the Anglican Unscripted YouTube channel concerning his high value of ‘Catholic’ as stated in the 

Nicene Creed and his view that while the Church always needs reformation the institutional Reformation has 

largely played itself out – but it is, for many Anglicans, painful. Gavin Ashenden has now bluntly stated that the 

recent efforts by many to reform Anglicanism to resist the secular anti-Christian zeitgeist are doomed, and that 

while “the grass is not greener” on the other side of the Tiber it is the place where the fight must now be fought.  

Bishop Mark Davies apparently agrees. It will be interesting to see what will come of this decision in the future. 
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