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Two pastors in the Central African Republic were reported on this week’s report (click here to read) as having 

been killed by jihadists while travelling on Christmas (December 25, 2019). A young bride-to-be was killed by 

jihadists in Nigeria while travelling to her wedding along with her fiancé and friends, and 13 Christians were 

killed and 3 wounded in another incident there. A priest in Mexico was shot four times and left on a highway 

after his family paid a ransom for his release from kidnappers – he was hospitalized in stable condition.  

Four seminarians were abducted in Nigeria. Christians were arrested in China (including a widowed pastor with 

minor children), Iran, Thailand (a Pakistani grandmother with health problems), and Turkey. 

A church in Texas was subjected to a mass shooting threat during services. 

Hundreds of church vandalisms were reported from Italy (mostly creches). Two churches were vandalized in 

Germany, and a Christian reporter in Berlin saw his automobile firebombed for the second time in six years. All 

of the German attacks were claimed by feminists. A church in Louisiana was also vandalized. Only a few of 

these stories included names that we could use in our reporting. Also, the Gatestone Institute in New York 

issued a very comprehensive report on church vandalism which stated that vandalism is at an all-time high in 

five Western European countries in 2019 (click here to read). 

From China has come a very disquieting story. Cardinal Joseph Zen, the 87 year old bishop emeritus of Hong 

Kong, released a letter in Rome that he addressed to all of his fellow cardinals (the bishops charged with 

electing and advising the Pope). Attached to the letter was a dubia, a list of questions he had submitted to Pope 

Francis concerning the Vatican’s agreement with China on church freedom which he stated “encourages the 

faithful in China to enter a schismatic church (independent of the pope and under the orders of the Communist 

Party)”. Zen noted that Pope Francis had not answered his dubia after six months, nor had he been allowed to 

see the text of the agreement. His language regarding the Vatican’s actions toward Chinese Catholics and Pope 

Francis’ predecessors were scathing: “manipulation”, “disrespectful”, “disgusts me”; the particular object of his 

ire was not Pope Francis but rather the Vatican’s top diplomat, Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin. 

Cardinal Zen ended his blunt assessment and appeal to his fellow cardinal bishops with “Your Eminence, can 

we passively witness the murder of the Church in China by those who should protect and defend her from her 

enemies? On my knees, your brother”. 

In recent years, the world has witnessed a growing conflict of bishops against bishops, in many denominations. 

Battles have erupted over liturgical practice, moral doctrine, financial transparency, national autonomy, and sex 

abuse cover ups. Now we can add church persecution to the list. In many situations, Anglican, Lutheran, 

Eastern Orthodox, and most recently Methodist churches are breaking into schism as bishops oppose each other. 

Catholics are taught to value unity as one of the great charisms of their church, so an official schism remains 

remote, but only God really knows what will come. All this calls to mind the ancient Chinese curse May you 

live in interesting times. Are we so cursed? Or, as some have written, are we blessed to live in times where we 

have been given the opportunity to stand up for the faith, in truth and in charity? Perhaps so. Let us pray for the 

wisdom and eloquence that these interesting times will require of us. 

 

https://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202020-01-05%20thru%202020-01-11.pdf
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/15366/europe-anti-christian-attacks


 

 

St Peter Basilica, Vatican City – courtesy Eugene Pivovarov and Wikipedia 
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