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Murder is to be found in three countries on this week’s report (please click here to read in full), with Christians 

killed in Kenya, Nigeria, and South Africa, the last a Belgian missionary in the country since 1965. The family 

of another Christian minister who was executed in Iran 30 years ago discovered that his gravesite had been 

bulldozed in an attempt to make him disappear from the earth: too bad the desecrators failed to see his place in 

eternity with his Father. 

An elderly Christian couple in poor health, the last Christians in their village in Turkey, disappeared, apparent 

victims of abduction by unknown men. Christians were also taken into captivity in Nigeria and Pakistan. A 

priest arrested in Turkey last week has been released. 

A church has been ordered to be closed in Algeria. In China the residences of a bishop and several priests were 

ordered closed, along with a nursing home run by nuns; all were thrown out onto the streets, but some – some – 

of the elderly residents of the nursing home found shelter with their families. The 61 year old bishop, Vincent 

Guo Xijin, has been sleeping outdoors in the doorway of his residence. In another story from China a church 

had been closed in early December with official seals affixed to the doors (the kind that promised prosecution if 

broken). Over 200 parishioners proceeded to enter their church for worship in the following weeks by climbing 

in through a window! Imagine such determination and faith! The authorities got even on Christmas day by 

cutting the electricity to the building during their service. 

There is also a story from Turkey that tells much about the standing of Christianity there. For almost nine years 

the patriarch of the Armenian Patriarchate in Constantinople, Mesrob II Mutafyan, had been incapacitated by 

early onset Alzheimer’s, and the government had refused to allow his church to retire him and elect a successor. 

Patriarch Mesrob passed away in March 2019, and in December Sahag II Mashalian was elected his successor. 

This week it was reported that Patriarch Sahag had become the victim of a Turkish media smear campaign: he 

had given a speech in which he tried to say that Armenians in Turkey would stay in the country despite the 

genocide of a century ago, but of course he could not say the word ‘genocide’ without incurring legal problems, 

so he alluded to it by using the word ‘diaspora’ – “We do not need a diaspora”. The media twisted his comment 

into a condemnation of the Armenians of the diaspora. This is just another example of the need for Christians to 

become savvy media proponents, and at a deeper level to tell the truth without concern for the cost. 

All in all, another typical week for Christians around the globe. Please continue your prayers for them. 

 

 

Oratoire Church, Oran, Algeria – courtesy Morning Star News 

https://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202020-01-12%20thru%202020-01-18.pdf


 

 

The Good Shepherd Major Seminary, Kaduna, Nigeria 

 - courtesy Maria Lozano and Aid to the Church in Need 

 

 

 

Holy Mother of God Patriarchal Church, Istanbul, Turkey – courtesy Vmemkov and Wikipedia 
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