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It is strange, in this time of pandemic, how things are the same, and yet not the same. 

On our report this week (please click here to read in full), persecutions continue in India, with a vicious 

pointless attack by Hindu radicals on the very Christian hospital that serves them, and another cemetery 

desecration. 

We also have the hospitalization of a Vietnamese priest following a heart attack; this man had spent many years 

in prison camps for his faith. Thankfully he has been reported as improving. 

But we have two stories of Christian ministers who have died from the SARS-COV-2 virus, the cause of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Both stories might have a deeper meaning than would at first appear. 

First, an Italian priest named Fr. Giuseppe Berardelli became one of over 60 priests to have died in the Italian 

phase of the pandemic. Nearly all were elderly. Now, Today’s Martyrs does report on what some Catholics call 

‘white martyrdom’, or ‘a martyr of charity’: a church leader who knowingly puts himself or herself at risk of 

death in an epidemic to serve the people of God. At 73 Fr. Berardelli was under the mandatory retirement age, 

and so it could be assumed he was still active in ministry. Moreover, the report said he had refused a ventilator 

in favor of a younger patient, which would be a true act of martyrdom. We published the story, and then the 

next day the hospital stated the ventilator story was untrue – in fact one detail, the fact that his parishioners 

brought a ventilator to him at the hospital, did sound too good to be true, but strange things do happen. 

Hopefully this was a case where people he loved misreported the story accidentally, perhaps as is done in the 

Telephone game, and not deliberately. 

The second case involved Pastor David Cheng in Sarawak state in Malaysia, on the island of Borneo. He was 

the first person to die from the COVID-19 virus in Malaysia. This on the face of it looks odd. Malaysia has a 

large Muslim majority, and while many Malaysian Muslims are tolerant of non-Muslims many are not. Large 

numbers of Muslims have contracted the virus at Islamic festivals and meetings, with many hospitalizations. 

Yet the first death in the entire country is of a Christian pastor who was a convert, possibly from Islam? We 

would hate to be unfair to good Malaysians, but the question does float up: was there substandard care due to 

his religion, or more likely his conversion? His family made no such allegation. We will simply have to monitor 

the news to see if ugly patterns emerge in the non-Christian world, and pray that everyone in the coming sad 

months will most value our common humanity.   
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