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We have thirteen stories this week (please click here to read our full report) from seven countries, four of which 

are related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Three stories are not of martyrdom per se, but rather fall under the 

category of people who are at some risk of martyrdom, including knowledgeable Christian reporters. 

One of the stories has a positive outcome, the release of a pastor’s wife from prison in Cuba. Her husband is 

still imprisoned. 

Two stories, one from China and one from Egypt, are ‘deep background’ stories of the general plight of 

Christians in those nations. 

Several stories come to us from Palestine of persecution there, both in the Bethlehem area and in Gaza. 

The pandemic-influenced stories are: 

• A hotel chef in China has now been deprived of a livelihood by both lockdowns and police harassment 

• A Christian member of parliament in Lebanon tweeted a list of books she recommended for people to 

read while homebound under lockdown. One book on her list, The Last Days of Muhammad, is 

controversial among Muslims, with some approving and others not. The tweet prompted clerical 

condemnations, and so she issued a retraction. We can only pray that the opponents of the book will not 

seek vengeance against her in the future 

• Mayor Bill DeBlasio of New York City threatened to permanently close churches and synagogues that 

have refused to obey pandemic closure orders. A number of prominent Christians objected to this 

unconstitutional threat, and we have quoted the one critic with a national platform (and who supported 

the temporary closures as a public health necessity). As an aside, it should be noted that DeBlasio did 

not threaten permanent closure of the city’s open mosques, despite the fact that nearly 90 city Muslims 

have died as of this writing. 

• A missionary nun from India who belonged to Mother Teresa’s order has died of the disease after 

distributing food parcels to infected poor people in Wales.  

This last story brings up a theme that has been a constant in the history of Christianity. Many Christians, like 

this nun in Wales, have died in the last two thousand years after ministering to the sick as Jesus commanded, 

either in epidemics or during the normal course of human events. All who do so while knowingly risking their 

lives are true martyrs, and modern circumstances do not change that. What modern knowledge has changed is 

the necessity that such risks be taken. We know much more about contagion and we have the material means to 

protect church ministers from spreading infection among their flock and each other, at least until material 

shortages develop and medical personal protection equipment becomes reserved for healthcare workers – at 

which point more risks could be justified. From a Christian perspective it is a beautiful thing that this nun in 

Wales risked her life to feed the poor, but it is also a tragedy that the poor can no longer depend on her and on 

her sisters who all became sick and were placed under quarantine in their convent. 

The Church in her desire to advance her ministry has always adopted better ways which the greater society has 

invented. She immediately took advantage of the newly invented bound codex to spread the Gospel and so 

largely bypassed the use of scrolls, and then adopted the printing press, radio, television, and the internet. 

Bicycles, automobiles and even aircraft have been adopted to aid missionaries and other ministers in their work. 

The Church herself invented the concept of the modern hospital. It stands to reason that this is not our last 

pandemic and so the Church will likely have to stockpile personal protection equipment and train and certify 

her ministers in their use if she is to continue to gain access to hospitals and otherwise serve the sick and dying 
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on their last steps to Heaven. Please pray that we will continue to find the wisdom that will be necessary for 

such transition and growth. 
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