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Good news this week (click here to read our report in full)! First, Cardinal George Pell was released from a 

prison in Melbourne after having spent over a year there following his conviction on spurious sex abuse 

charges. The Australian High Court in Canberra unanimously ruled that the jury erred by not finding him not 

guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. The media personalities responsible for the two-decade defamation campaign 

against Pell showed no remorse, rather they doubled down on their persecution by calling the High Court ruling 

irresponsible in the face of their evidence. The usually pugnacious Pell was rather subdued upon achieving 

freedom, he said that he would not pursue charges of malicious prosecution: “I hold no ill will to my accuser. I 

do not want my acquittal to add to the hurt and bitterness so many feel”. 

In a second good story, seven Christians were temporarily released from prison in Iran as part of anti-COVID-

19 pandemic efforts. They were reportedly one-third of all imprisoned Christians in the country; the others 

remained imprisoned due to the severity of their sentences. 

We have two more COVID-19 related stories. Many Christians in Pakistan are migrant workers, and they are 

now unemployed due to the lockdowns there. Local NGOs have been charged with supplying food to the 

unemployed, but they are refusing to supply food to non-Muslims. In Egypt concern has been raised for a young 

Christian who was jailed in November 2019 for posting videos to YouTube of the evictions of Christians from 

their homes; he suffers from asthma and so his release from jail has been sought, so far unsuccessfully. 

We conclude with a story from China concerning the detention of a priest for refusing to join the official 

government sanctioned church. 

Please continue your prayers of thanksgiving and your prayers of supplication and deliverance. God bless you! 
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